• The number of offenders under age 18 admitted to State prison has more than doubled from 3,400 in 1985 to 7,400 in 1997, consistently representing about 2% of new admissions in each of the 13 years.
• In 1997, 61% of persons admitted to State prison under age 18 had been convicted of a violent offense compared to 52% in 1985.
• The violent arrest rate for persons under age 18 did not change dramatically between 1980 and 1988, but increased over 60% from 1988 and 1994, then fell 23% from 1994 to 1997. • Relative to the number of arrests, the likelihood of incarceration in State prison has increased for offenders under age 18. In 1997, 33 persons were sentenced to prison for violent offenses for every 1,000 arrests for violent offenses, up from 18 per 1,000 violent arrests in 1985.
• Among persons under age 18 sentenced to State prison in 1997, the average maximum sentence for violent offenses was about 8 years, and the minimum time expected to be served was nearly 5 years. Prosecutor direct-file provisions give prosecutors the ability to file certain juvenile cases in either juvenile or criminal court. In 1997, 15 States had direct-file statutes in place.
Judicial waiver allows juvenile court judges to waive jurisdiction over a juvenile case and transfer it to criminal court. There are three general forms of judicial waiver:
• In 1997, 46 States and the District of Columbia allowed discretionary waiver, giving juvenile judges the ability to waive juvenile cases at their discretion.
• 14 States had mandatory waiver statutes in which a juvenile court judge, after finding probable cause, is required to waive jurisdiction.
• 14 States and the District of Columbia had presumptive waiver provisions, in which certain categories of juvenile offenders must be waived unless they prove they are amenable to juvenile rehabilitation.
This report includes data on all persons under age 18 in State prison, regardless of whether the individual was under the original jurisdiction of the juvenile or adult criminal system.
States using blended sentences link adult and juvenile systems
Many States have developed blended sentencing options that allow the juvenile or criminal court to impose sanctions in both the juvenile and adult correctional systems (OJJDP, 1996) . Statutes in Minnesota, Connecticut, and Montana are examples of sentencing options in which the juvenile court can impose a sanction that typically suspends the adult portion of the sentence barring a future violation of the law. Statutes in Arkansas and Missouri are examples where the criminal court can administer a blended sentence, with the adult sanction often suspended unless there is a violation. In 1997 an estimated 9,300 inmates released from prison had been admitted on their current sentence prior to their 18th birthday (not shown in table). This represented a 66% increase from 1985, when approximately 5,600 inmates were released from prison who had been admitted under the age of 18. Of persons released from State prison in 1990, an estimated 6,500 had been admitted on their current sentence while under age 18, an increase of 16% from 1985.
States vary in their correctional

Among persons admitted under 18, an increasing percentage are released from prison unconditionally
The percentage of offenders who had been admitted to prison under 18 and then released unconditionally grew from 1985 to 1997 (table 8) . Persons released unconditionally cannot be returned to prison for any remaining portion of their current sentence. In 1997, 21% of offenders were released who had served their entire prison sentence (or expired their sentence), up from 17% in 1985.
Among persons admitted under age 18 and exiting prison in 1997, 71% were released on a conditional basis, including 41% who were released at the discretion of the parole board. This represented a decline from 1985, when 78% of comparable offenders were released conditionally from State prison, 51% by the parole board.
Nearly half of prisoners released in 1997 were sentenced to prison for a violent crime
Among persons admitted to prison under age 18, sentences for violent offenses accounted for 48% of persons released in 1997 and 58% of those released in 1985 (table 9). The percentage of drug offenders grew among released inmates, from 1% to 17%, while the percentage of property offenders declined from 37% to 28%.
Fifty-nine percent of persons admitted to prison under age 18 and released in 1997 were black, 21% were white, and 18% were of Hispanic origin. Compared to inmates released in 1985, the proportion of whites decreased in the exiting population and the proportion of Hispanics increased. The SISCF, conducted every 5 to 6 years, provides data on the individual characteristics of prison inmates. Based on scientifically selected samples of facilities and of inmates held in them, these surveys provide information unavailable from any other source. For this report, information on the sex, race/Hispanic origin, and most serious offense of persons under age 18 was drawn from the 1997 survey.
Annual Survey of Jails (ASJ)
The ASJ collects information on the number of inmates held in local jails. Prior to 1994, jail inmate counts include only persons under 18 defined by State statute as juveniles and subject initially to juvenile court jurisdiction. In 1994 the definition was changed to include all persons under age 18.
National Judicial Reporting Program (NJRP)
The NJRP is a biennial survey largely based on court and prosecutors' records. It compiles information on the number and characteristics of persons convicted of a felony in State criminal courts nationwide.
Estimation procedures
Estimating State prison admissions and releases
The NCRP generally reports over 90% of all State prison admissions and releases. In order to account for differences in State participation and data reported and to draw year-to-year comparisons, national totals were estimated for each year. These figures were estimated by multiplying the proportion of new court commitments under age 18 reported in NCRP in each year by the total number of new court commitments with a sentence of more than 1 year (as reported in NPS). To obtain offense-specific estimates, the offense distribution of persons admitted under age 18 was multiplied by the estimated number of new court commitments under 18 for each year.
To obtain national estimates for persons admitted under 18 by race and gender, the proportion of male admissions under 18 by race (NCRP) was multiplied by the total number of black and white males admitted to State prison as new court commitments (see table 1 .20 in Correctional Populations in the United States, 1996, NCJ 170013).
To obtain national estimates for prison releases by age at admission, the proportion of persons admitted under 18 in each release year (NCRP) was multiplied by the total number of releases with a sentence of more than 1 year (NPS). Releases excluded escapees, AWOL's, and transfers.
Estimating persons under 18 in State prison
To calculate the number of persons under 18 in custody of State prison authorities at yearend, the total number of State inmates in custody (from NPS) was multiplied by the proportion of State inmates under age 18 (from SISCF, 1986 (from SISCF, , 1991 (from SISCF, , 1997 Estimating arrests of persons ages 13 to 17 from the FBI's Uniform Crime Reports (UCR)
To account for law enforcement agencies that did not report to the UCR, among reporting agencies and for each Index offense, the proportion of arrests of persons ages 13-17 to all arrests for was calculated. This proportion was then multiplied by the FBI's nationally estimated number of arrests per offense, which considers reporting and nonreporting agencies.
Estimating State court conviction offenses for persons under age 18
To account for cases in which the defendant's age at arrest was unknown, the offense distribution for offenders under age 18 at the time of arrest, conviction, or sentencing was calculated. Then a national total for persons under 18 convicted in State courts was generated (29,000 persons), which included an adjustment for missing data from New York. This readjusted national total was multiplied by the distribution of conviction offenses known for 21,000 persons under 18.
